
 
English III Supplementary Work - Spring 2020  

General Information 
If you have questions or need help with anything, I will respond promptly between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 
p.m. Monday-Friday through my email at klancaster@duplinschools.net or my Google Voice number: (910) 
408-2467. I may also send announcements to everyone through Remind. If you have not joined our Remind 
class, you do not need the app to receive messages; you can receive them through text by sending the code 
@wrheng3 to 81010.  
 
If you have access to mobile data or wifi at some point, there are many more resources available to you 
(including some fun/interesting ways to interact with me and your classmates) on the Canvas Student app, 
which can be downloaded on Apple or Android devices for free. As always, you are encouraged to read on 
your own, whether it is a book or the news.  
 
Recommended Assignments (Spend about 30 minutes daily)  

● 5-10 min: Daily journal entry (ideas below)  
● 5-10 min: Complete grammar worksheets and check yourself using the answer key I have given. If you 

don’t trust yourself not to peek, have a family member check it for you.  
● 10-20 min: Reading and comprehension assignments - You don’t have to finish an article a day. Spread 

it out so that you are working a little bit each day.  
 
Daily Writing 
You are living through a historic period right now. Nothing like this has ever happened before. I encourage you 
to reflect on your everyday life and your thoughts about what is happening in the world right now. In 5-10 years 
or more, you may be fascinated to look back on these journals and read about your life today.  
 
In addition to reflecting on your current situation, you may want to use these prompts as ideas for other things 
to write about, especially if you want a break from hearing about COVID-19.  
 
Journal Prompt Ideas 

● What is the most important thing anyone 
has ever said to you?  How did it make you 
feel? 

● What was the best day of your life?  
● What is something you dislike about 

yourself? What is something you do well? 
● What is the most disgusting thing you have 

ever eaten? 
● I wish I had never _______ because… 
● I wish I had enough money to… 
● If I were president for a day… 
● Which is least important to you--money, 

power, or fame? 
● What is your single greatest fear—and why 

are you afraid of it? 
● What do you imagine your life will look like 

in 15 years? 
● If and when I raise children, I'll never...  

● What current fashion trend in clothing do 
you particularly like or dislike?  Explain. 

● Describe the most difficult thing about being 
your age. 

● Which classmate would be the best to lead 
us through a zombie apocalypse? Why? 

● I wish my teachers knew that... 
● If you had three wishes, what would you use 

them for...and what might go wrong? 
● A child from the year 2300 travels back to 

our time. How and why? What do they find 
surprising (or even horrifying) about our 
daily lives? 

● What do you think the world will be like in 50 
years time? What will have changed for the 
better? What will be worse? 

● If you ran your school, how would you 
change things? 
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Paragraph Correction 1 (Answers in back of packet) 
 

 

 



 
 

Paragraph Correction 2 (Answers in back of packet) 
 

 
 

 



 
Paragraph Correction 3 (Answers in back of packet) 

 

 

 
 
 



 
Paragraph Correction 4 (Answers in back of packet) 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 
Paragraph Correction 5 (Answers in back of packet) 

 

 

 
 
 



 
Paragraph Correction 6 (Answers in back of packet) 

 

 
 
 

 



 
THE SALEM (AND OTHER) WITCH HUNTS 

by Mike Kubic (2016)  
 

Mike Kubic is a former correspondent of Newsweek magazine. In this article, Kubic discusses the causes 
and effects of the Salem witch trials and the prevalence of prejudice-fueled hunts throughout our history. 
Kubic connects these seemingly unrelated tragedies in a way that reveals a dark-side of human nature. As 
you read, take notes on the causes of each historical “hunt” and the consequences that follow. 
 
“I saw Sarah Good with the Devil! 
 
I saw Goody Osburn with the Devil! 
 
I saw Bridget Bishop with the Devil!” 
 
The speaker is Abigail Williams, niece of Reverend Samuel Parris, in Act I of Arthur Miller’s classic play The 
Crucible. This character is based on the historical figure of the same name. Abigail, along with her cousin 
Betty, accused citizens of Salem of being witches. The young girls claimed that they were being attacked by 
these men and women who had made a pact with the devil. 
 
The charges by these youngsters spread like wildfire, and in the spring of 1692, they launched a terrifying 
wave of hysteria. The Salem witch trials that followed are the subject of Miller’s play. A harrowing example of 
iniquity and unreason, the tragic proceedings have become synonymous with justice gone mad. In less than a 
year, over 200 individuals were accused of witchcraft, 20 of whom were executed. 
 
The trials were swift. Anyone who suspected that some untoward event or development was the work of a 
witch could bring the charge to a local magistrate. The magistrate would have the alleged evil-doer arrested 
and brought in for public interrogation where the suspect was urged to confess. Whatever his or her response, 
if the charge of witchcraft was deemed to be credible, the accused was turned over to a superior court and 
brought before a grand jury. 
 
Much of the evidence used in the “trial” was the testimony of the accuser. If more “evidence” was needed, the 
grand jury might consider the so-called “witch cake,” a bizarre concoction that was made from rye meal and 
urine of the witch’s victim and fed to a dog. Eating the cake was supposed to hurt the witch, whose cry of pain 
would betray her secret identity. 
 
One suspect was subjected to peine forte et dure, a form of torture in which he was pressed beneath an 
increasingly heavy load of stones to make him enter a plea. He died without confessing. Some of those 
convicted of “witchcraft” were paraded through the streets of the town on their way to the execution. 
 
The sentencing of Bridget Bishop, the first victim of the witch trials, was typical of the Salem justice. Bishop 
was accused of not living “a Puritan lifestyle” because she wore black clothing. Her coat had been found to be 
oddly “cut or torn in two ways”, and her behavior was regarded as “immoral.” Thus convicted of witchcraft, she 
was tried on June 10, 1692, and executed by hanging the same day. 
 
Immediately following this execution, the court adjourned for 20 days and asked for advice from New England’s 
most influential ministers “upon the state of things as they then stood.” A mere five days later, they produced a 



 
voluble answer penned by Cotton Mather, the prolific pamphleteer of the period, assuring the court and the 
grand jury that they had done well. 
 
The prominent ministers “humbly recommend[ed]” more of the same: that is, “the speedy and vigorous 
prosecution of such as have rendered themselves obnoxious, according to the direction given in the laws of 
God, and the wholesome statutes of the English nation...” 
 
More people were accused, arrested and examined, but historians believe that by September 1692 the 
hysteria had begun to abate and public opinion turned against the trials. In 1693, some of the convicted 
suspects were pardoned by the governor. The Massachusetts General Court annulled the guilty verdicts and 
even granted indemnities to their victims’ families. 
 
OTHER HISTORIC “WITCH” HUNTS 
The Salem episode was a historic landmark but by no means a rare example of behavior that can afflict 
frightened, angry, or frustrated people if they’re urged by demagogues to confront an alleged “menace.” 
 
One hundred years after the Salem trials, courts in France launched mass executions of suspected enemies of 
the revolution that deposed the monarchy. The “Reign of Terror,” conducted without trials and made more 
efficient by the use of a new labor-saving machine — the guillotine — lasted from 6 September 1793 until 28 
July 1794. It beheaded a total of 42,000 individuals. 
 
Humanity’s most heinous crime, the Holocaust, was carried out from 1933 till 1945 by 200,000 fanatics acting 
on orders of Adolf Hitler’s Nazi regime, but it was also abetted by crass bigotry and sense superiority then 
affecting many Germans. 
 
The toll included an estimated six million Jews — one-fourth of them children — and five million other people 
the Nazis regarded as “minderwertig” (“inferior”). They were primarily ethnic Poles, captured Soviet civilians 
and prisoners of war, other Slavs, Romanis, communists, homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and the 
mentally and physically disabled. The mass murder was carried out by gas or shooting in extermination 
facilities located in Germany and German-occupied territories. 
 
The Great Purge in the former USSR — Union of Soviet Socialist Republics — was carried out from 1936 to 
1938 on orders of the Communist Party chairman and Soviet dictator Josef Stalin. The main victims of the 
Moscow show trials were Communist officials and upper echelons of the country’s Red Army, some of whom 
confessed to crimes they had not committed. The purge terrorized the entire Soviet civil service and other 
leading members of the society, such as intellectuals, writers, academicians, artists, and scientists.  
 
According to declassified Soviet archives, during 1937 and 1938, the state police detained 1,548,366 persons, 
of whom 681,692 were shot: an average of 1,000 executions a day. Some historians believe that the actual 
executions were two to three times higher. 
 
PUBLIC SCARES IN THE U.S. 
In the United States, groundless fears, prejudices, and demagoguery produced three notable events that 
echoed the Salem trials. All three happened under extremely tense and stressful circumstances caused by 
global events: World War II and by the Cold War. 
 



 
The first episode started three months after December 7, 1941, when Japanese military aircraft attacked Pearl 
Harbor. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt issued an order that allowed regional military commanders to 
designate “military areas” from which “any or all persons may be excluded.” 
 
The order reflected the widespread fear that presumably unassimilated Japanese immigrants and their 
offspring would be more loyal to Japan than to their new country. To prevent the rise of such an “enemy within” 
during the war, state and local authorities along the West Coast removed over 110,000 Japanese Americans 
from their homes — almost two-thirds of whom were U.S. citizens — and placed them in internment camps. 
 
Hundreds of the young Japanese American internees volunteered for the U.S. Army and fought with 
distinction. After the war, the camps were closed, and the residents were allowed to return to their homes. The 
subsequent investigation by a special government commission found little evidence of Japanese disloyalty and 
concluded that the wartime scare had been the product of racism. 
 
The second and third disgraceful episodes were triggered by an irrational fear of communist subversion before 
and after the onset of the Cold War, an era in which the Soviet leaders proclaimed the superiority of Marxist 
doctrines and threatened the “bury” the liberal democracies of the United States and other Western nations. 
 
In the late 1930s, following two major film industry strikes, Hollywood movie producers and members of the 
U.S. Congress accused the Screen Writer’s Guild of including Communist party members. Although the party 
was legal and its membership was not a crime, the charges led to widespread blacklisting of screenwriters, 
actors, and other entertainment professionals in the 1940s and 1950s. The so-called “First Red Scare” ruined 
the careers of hundreds of individuals working in the film industry. 
 
It peaked in 1947 when ten of these film writers and directors were brought before the House Un-American 
Activities Committee and questioned whether they were or had been Communist party members. When the 
accused refused to answer, they were cited for contempt of Congress, fired from their jobs, and began serving 
a one-year jail sentence in 1950. 
 
The start of the “Second Red Scare” is usually traced to a speech that Joseph McCarthy, a U.S. Senator from 
Wisconsin, delivered on February 9, 1950, to the Republican Women’s Club of Wheeling in West Virginia. 
Already prominent as a rabid anti-communist, he waved a sheet of paper and announced, “I have here in my 
hand a list of 205” members of the Communist party who, he claimed, “are still working and shaping policy in 
the State Department.” 
 
McCarthy never released the alleged list of names or proved any of his charges, but his reckless and vicious 
accusations made him both feared and famous. 
 
During his brief political career, he made undocumented charges of communism, communist sympathies, 
disloyalty, and homosexuality against hundreds of politicians and non-government individuals. His attacks 
included the administration of President Harry S. Truman, the Voice of America, and the United States Army. 
 
Government employees and workers in private industry, whose characters and loyalties were smeared by 
McCarthy’s broad brush, lost their jobs. His crusade of slander ended four years after it started when his 
charges were rejected during televised McCarthy-Army hearings in 1954, and he was publicly denounced by 
fellow Republicans and Edward R. Morrow, a leading TV journalist. 
 



 
The Senator’s only legacy is an addition to our lexicon: “McCarthyism” is a term that stands for demagogic, 
scurrilous, and reckless character assassination of opponents. 
 
All three U.S. public scares had a significant aftermath. 
 
In 1980, President Jimmy Carter appointed a commission to investigate whether the decision to put Japanese 
Americans into internment camps had been justified. The commission found that it was not. In 1988, President 
Ronald Reagan signed into law the Civil Liberties Act, which apologized for the internment on behalf of the 
U.S. government and authorized a payment of $20,000 to each individual camp survivor. 
 
The law admitted that government actions were based on “race prejudice, war hysteria, and a failure of political 
leadership,” and 82,219 Japanese Americans who had been interned and their heirs were paid more than $1.6 
billion in reparations. 
 
The Hollywood blacklisting officially ended in 1960, when Dalton Trumbo, a former Communist party member 
and a one of the Hollywood Ten, was publicly credited as the screenwriter of the highly successful film Exodus 
and was later publicly acknowledged for writing the screenplay for Spartacus. 
 
While he was blacklisted, Trumbo wrote under a pseudonym the script for two Academy Awards winning 
movies, and in 2016, his story was the subject of a movie titled Trumbo. 
 
McCarthy’s antics were rejected by the U.S. Senate, which on December 2, 1954, censured him by a vote of 
67 to 22. It was one of the rare cases of such an extreme form of repudiation by fellow Senators, and it strongly 
affected McCarthy. He died three years later at the age of 48. 
 
1. Salem: a village in the colony of Massachusetts 
2. Untoward  (adjective) : unexpected and inappropriate or inconvenient 
3. A “magistrate” is a civil officer or judge who administers the law, especially one who conducts a court that deals with minor offenses and holds 
preliminary hearings for more serious ones. 
4. French for “strong and hard punishment” 
5. Voluble  (adjective) : speaking or spoken fluently, without interruption 
6. Prolific (adjective) : producing many works 
7. “Annul” means to declare something invalid. 
8. Indemnity (noun) : security or protection against a loss or other financial burden 
9. A “demagogue” is a politician seeking support by appealing to popular desires or prejudices, rather than using logical argument. 
10. Depose (verb) : to remove from office suddenly and forcefully 
11. The “guillotine” was a machine with a heavy blade sliding vertically in grooves, used for beheading people. 
12. An “echelon” is a level or rank in an organization, a profession, or society. 
13. Assimilate (verb) : to conform to the customs, attitudes, and habits of a group or nation 
14. An “internment camp” is a prison camp for the confinement of enemy aliens, prisoners of war, political prisoners, etc. 
15. “Blacklist” means to say that a person or company should be avoided or not allowed to do something. 
16. The House Un-American Activities Committee, also known as the HUAC, was a committee of the U.S. House of Representatives, created to 
investigate disloyalty and subversive organizations. 
17. To be “cited for contempt” means that one is disobedient to or disrespectful of a court of law and its officers. 
18. Lexicon (noun) : the vocabulary of a person, language, or branch of knowledge 
19. Scurrilous  (adjective) : making or spreading scandalous claims about someone with the intention of damaging their reputation 
20. Reparation (noun) : the making of amends for a wrong one has done, by paying money or helping those who have been wronged 
21. The ten motion-picture producers, directors, and screenwriters who refused to answer questions regarding their possible communist affiliations. 
22. “Censure” is a formal and public group condemnation of an individual whose actions run counter to the group’s acceptable standard for individual 
behavior. 
23. Repudiation  (noun) : rejection of a proposal or idea 

 
 



 
Text-Dependent Questions “The Salem (And Other) Witch Hunts  

Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.  
 
1. PART A: Which statement identifies the central idea of the text?  

A. Historical witch hunts occurred a long time ago and are unlikely to repeat in the  
modern day.  
B. To this day, the Salem witch trials are considered the most extreme example of  
violent hysteria targeted at a specific group of people.  
C. The unreasonable fear that drove the events of Salem makes it a unique and  
distinct example, contrasting other witch hunts in history.  
D. While witch hunts may feel like a rare occurrence, such incidents are not  
uncommon in history, especially when people are fearful or frustrated.  

 
2. PART B: Which quote from the text best supports the answer to Part A?  

A. “In less than a year, over 200 individuals were accused of witchcraft, 20 of whom  
 were executed.” (Paragraph 5)  
B. “The Salem episode was a historic landmark but by no means a rare example of  
 behavior that can afflict frightened, angry, or frustrated people” (Paragraph 13) 
 C. “All three happened under extremely tense and stressful circumstances caused  
by global events: World War II and by the Cold War.” (Paragraph 19)  
D. “In 1980, President Jimmy Carter appointed a commission to investigate whether  
the decision to put Japanese Americans into internment camps had been justified.” (Paragraph 32)  

 
3. PART A: What is the meaning of “iniquity” as used in paragraph 5?  

A. unfair behavior  
B. rational behavior  
C. curious behavior  
D. reckless behavior  
 

4. PART B: Which detail from paragraph 5 best supports the answer to Part A?  
A. “The charges by these youngsters spread like wildfire”  
B. “The Salem witch trials that followed are the subject of Miller’s play.” 
 C. “the tragic proceedings have become synonymous with justice gone mad”  
D. “20 of whom were executed.”  

 
5. PART A: What do the three conflicts in America have in common?  

A. They were supported by reason and evidence.  
B. They were resolved with relatively few consequences.  
C. They were all the result of racist agendas and policies.  
D. They were all driven by fear during a time of crisis.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
6. PART B: Which detail best supports the answer to Part A?  

A. “In the United States, groundless fears, prejudices and demagoguery produced  
three notable events that echoed the Salem trials.” (Paragraph 19)  
B. “To prevent the rise of such an ‘enemy within’ during the war, state and local authorities along the 

West Coast removed over 110,000 Japanese Americans from their homes” (Paragraph 21)  
C. “During his brief political career, he made undocumented charges of communism, communist 

sympathies, disloyalty, and homosexuality against hundreds of politicians and non-government 
individuals” (Paragraph 28)  

D. “Government employees and workers in private industry, whose characters and  
loyalties were smeared by McCarthy’s broad brush, lost their jobs.” (Paragraph 29)  

 
7. How does the structure of Mike Kubic’s article support the central idea of his claim?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Instructions: After reading “The Salem (and Other) Witch Hunts,” track the causes, victims, and effects or 
consequences of each historic “witch hunt.” Then consider how each of these historical events are similar. 
 
 

“Witch hunt”  Causes Victims 
(or characteristics of them) 

Effects/Consequences 

Salem Witch Trials 
 

 
 
 
 

  

French “Reign of 
Terror” 

 
 
 
 

  

The Holocaust  
 
 
 

  

The Great Purge   
 
 
 

  

Japanese-American 
internment 

 
 
 
 

  

First Red Scare  
 
 
 

  

Second Red Scare  
 
 
 

  

List at least 2 ways in which all of these events are similar.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Discussion Questions  
 

1. In your opinion, are there ongoing witch hunts today in America? If so, what are they and 
how can we put an end to them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. In the context of the text, how does fear drive action? How did fear play a role in the witch hunts depicted in 
the text? Cite evidence from this text, your own experience, and other literature, art, or history in your answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. In the context of the text, what are the effects of following the crowd? Would these witch hunts have been 
possible without the support of others? Why do you think people supported these prejudiced hunts? Cite 
evidence from this text, your own experience, and other literature, art, or history in your answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. In the context of the text, how does prejudice emerge? Why were these specific groups targeted during the 
witch hunts discussed? Cite evidence from this text, your own experience, and other literature, art, or history in 
your answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Coronavirus-related crimes capitalize on global fear, panic  - March 24, 2020  
WASHINGTON (AP) — Thieves steal surgical masks. A clinic sells fake COVID-19 tests. Hate groups 
encourage sick members to infect law enforcement officers. Imposters pose as public health officials. Con 
artists peddle fake cures and financial scams. 
 
As the coronavirus pandemic spreads, so too do the crimes related to it — transgressions that capitalize on 
fear, panic and the urge to lay blame, and add to the burden on law enforcement agencies trying to protect 
vulnerable citizens. 
 
“It is really disheartening in a time like this that someone would take advantage of the community and take 
them in a time of need,” Tucson, Arizona, Police Sgt. Pete Dugan said. 
 
Everyday life has essentially stopped in many countries in a bid to slow the virus, and some crimes have been 
declining. But reports of virus-related fraud are on the rise, along with concerns about hate crimes. 
 
U.S. President Donald Trump and others have taken to calling the virus the “Chinese coronavirus,” even as 
scientists say the disease has nothing to do with Asian ethnicity. But the president dismissed the idea that his 
comments could fuel hate crimes. 
 
“It’s not racist at all,” Trump has said. 
 
In Los Angeles, a 16-year-old boy of Asian descent said other students bullied him and accused him of 
carrying the virus. In New York, a man on the subway sprayed an Asian passenger with Febreze and verbally 
abused him. State Attorney General Letitia James set up a hotline for New Yorkers to report hate crimes in the 
country's outbreak epicenter. 
 
The Anti-Defamation League, which tracks hate groups, blames the virus for elevating racist and anti-Semitic 
messages, including suggesting that Jews are somehow responsible for the pandemic. Some hate groups 
have suggested tainting doorknobs or other surfaces with the virus so FBI and police officers fall ill. 
 
“If any of you get this, I expect you to spend as much time as possible with our enemies," one wrote. 
 
Hundreds of masks have been stolen in Portland, Oregon, amid shortages for health care workers. A Missouri 
man who was coughing told two store clerks he had a high fever. He was arrested after police said he 
threatened to give the employees coronavirus. People in Pennsylvania and Illinois were accused of similar 
crimes. Texas prosecutors brought charges against someone who falsely claimed on social media to have 
tested positive for COVID-19. 
 
In a memo issued Tuesday, Deputy Attorney General Jeffrey Rosen told prosecutors they could charge people 
who threaten to spread the new coronavirus under U.S. terrorism statutes because the Justice Department 
considers it a “biological agent” under the law. In such cases, suspects could be charged with a number of 
offenses, including possessing or developing a biological agent as a weapon, he said. 
 
“Threats or attempt to use COVID-19 as a weapon against Americans will not be tolerated,” Rosen wrote in the 
memo to U.S. attorneys across the country and the heads of all Justice Department agencies, including the 
FBI. 
 



 
Meanwhile, police in Bowie, Maryland, are investigating reports of a man wearing an orange vest and blue 
surgical mask who approached people at two homes claiming to be inspecting for coronavirus. He actually 
entered one home before a resident confronted him. A similar scam was sweeping through Germany. 
 
The World Health Organization and other authorities are also working to debunk spurious claims about 
possible cures. They include false assertions that silver, bleach, and garlic could protect against the 
coronavirus, or that bananas prevent it. 
 
In Uganda, the parliament speaker endorsed a businessman who said he had discovered a chemical that 
“instantly kills” the virus. Speaker Rebecca Kadaga announced that the businessman had offered to produce 
the “treatment” in Uganda and it would go on the market shortly. 
 
Kadaga's comments were widely mocked because the product is actually a disinfectant, according to the 
Ugandan firm that will produce the chemical, not to be ingested. 
 
New York officials recently ordered the Jim Bakker television show to stop marketing colloidal silver products. 
Trump himself falsely suggested a drug typically used to treat malaria patients had been cleared by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration for the coronavirus. 
 
Fraudsters purport to collect contaminated banknotes in South Africa. And police busted a clinic selling false 
testing kits in Kenya. 
 
The United Kingdom's National Fraud Intelligence Bureau has received more than 100 reports of virus-related 
scams, with losses totaling more than $1.1 million (970,000 pounds). 
 
“We have already seen fraudsters using the COVID-19 pandemic to scam people looking to buy medical 
supplies online ... and targeting people who may be vulnerable or increasingly isolated at home," Graeme 
Biggar, director general of the National Economic Crime Center in the U.K., said in a statement. 
 
In the U.S., the Justice Department created a central fraud hotline (1-866-720-5721 or disaster@leo.gov) and 
has ordered U.S. attorneys to appoint special coronavirus fraud coordinators. 
 
Meanwhile, marketing schemers have quickly pivoted to offering “senior care packages” that include hand 
sanitizer or even a purported vaccine, which doesn't exist. Some falsely claim that Trump has ordered that 
seniors get tested. 
 
It's all a trick to get personal information that can be used to bill federal and state health programs, health 
officials said. 
 
“It's a straight-up ruse to get your Medicare number or your Social Security number under the guise of having a 
test kit or a sanitary kit sent to you,” Christian Schrank, assistant inspector general for investigations at Health 
and Human Services. 
 
The worldwide outbreak has sickened more than 350,000 people and left more than 15,000 people dead. For 
most people, the virus causes only mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough. For some, 
especially older adults and people with existing health problems, it can cause more severe illness, including 
pneumonia. 



 
 
The World Health Organization says criminals are increasingly posing as WHO officials in calls and phishing 
emails to swipe information or money. The United Nations also set up a website to help prevent fraud. 
 
But the warning came too late for an 83-year-old woman in Mannheim, Germany, who was convinced by 
scammers to hand over a five-figure sum, claiming it was for a relative who had fallen ill. Police, who would not 
give an exact figure on the stolen euros, said the woman was told that a driver would pick up the money from 
outside her front door, to avoid possible infection. 
 
By the time she got suspicious, the money was gone. 
 
___ 
 
Muhumuza reported from Kampala, Uganda. Associated Press writers Frank Jordans in Berlin and Ricardo 
Alonso-Zaldivar in Washington also contributed to this report. 
 
Copyright 2020 Associated Press. All rights reserved. 
 
 
 
Discussion and Response - “Coronavirus-related crimes capitalize on global fear, panic” 
 
Do you think there are any parallels or similarities between the rise of Coronavirus-related crimes and the witch 
hunts you read about in the previous article? How are these actions similar to or different from the previous 
“witch hunts?”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How has fear and paranoia contributed to this phenomenon? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you noticed any misinformation (or disinformation) in the media or in conversations related to 
Coronavirus? How did you know that the information was false or misleading?  
 
 
 
 



 
My Life as a Bat by Margaret Atwood  

 
ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS: As you read this, ask yourself: are humans or bats the villains in this story? 
 
1. REINCARNATION 
In my previous life I was a bat. 
If you find previous lives amusing or unlikely, you are not a serious person. Consider: a great many people 
believe in them, and if sanity is a general consensus about the content of reality, who are you to disagree? 
 
Consider also: previous lives have entered the world of commerce. Money can be made from them. You were 
Cleopatra, you were a Flemish duke, you were a Druid priestess, and money changes hands. If the stock 
market exists, so must previous lives. 
 
In the previous-life market, there is not such a great demand for Peruvian ditch-diggers as there is for 
Cleopatra; or for Indian latrine-cleaners, or for 1952 housewives living in California split-levels. Similarly, not 
many of us choose to remember our lives as vultures, spiders, or rodents, but some of us do. The fortunate 
few. Conventional wisdom has it that reincarnation as an animal is a punishment for past sins, but perhaps it is 
a reward instead. At least a resting place. An interlude of grace. 
 

QUESTION 1  
Why would the author suggest reincarnation as an animal would be a reward instead of a punishment? 

a. Being an animal is fun. 
b. Reincarnation as an animal would be restful. 
c. Some animals are powerful and can dominate other animals.  
d. Reincarnation as an animal is what some religions hope for. 

 
  
Bats have a few things to put up with, but they do not inflict. When they kill, they kill without mercy, but without 
hate. They are immune from the curse of pity. They never gloat. 
 
2. NIGHTMARES 
 
I have recurring nightmares. 
 
In one of them, I am clinging to the ceiling of a summer cottage while a red-faced man in white shorts and a 
white V-necked T-shirt jumps up and down, hitting at me with a tennis racket. There are cedar rafters up here, 
and sticky flypapers attached with tacks, dangling like toxic seaweeds. I look down at the man’s face, 
foreshortened and sweating, the eyes bulging and blue, the mouth emitting furious noise, rising up like a 
marine float, sinking again, rising as if on a swell of air. 
 
The air itself is muggy, the sun is sinking; there will be a thunderstorm. A woman is shrieking, “My hair! My 
hair!” and someone else is calling, “Anthea! Bring the stepladder!” 
 
All I want is to get out through the hole in the screen, but that will take some concentration and it’s hard in this 
din of voices, they interfere with my sonar. There is a smell of dirty bathmats—it’s his breath, the breath that 
comes out from every pore, the breath of the monster. I will be lucky to get out of this alive. 



 
 
In another nightmare I am winging my way—flittering, I suppose you’d call it—through the clean-washed 
demilight before dawn. This is a desert. The yuccas are in bloom, and I have been gorging myself on their 
juices and pollen. I’m heading to my home, to my home cave, where it will be cool during the burnout of day 
and there will be the sound of water trickling through limestone, coating the rock with a glistening hush, with 
the moistness of new mushrooms, and the other bats will chirp and rustle and doze until night unfurls again 
and makes the hot sky tender for us. 
 
3. VAMPIRE FILMS 
I became aware of the nature of my previous life gradually, not only through dreams but through scraps of 
memory, through hints, through odd moments of recognition. 
 
There was my preference for the subtleties of dawn and dusk, as opposed to the vulgar blaring hour of high 
noon. There was my déjà vu experience in the Carlsbad Caverns—surely I had been there before, long before, 
before they put in the pastel spotlights and the cute names for stalactites and the underground restaurant 
where you can combine claustrophobia and indigestion and then take the elevator to get back out. 

QUESTION 2 
What is one of the reasons that the narrator seems to prefer life as a bat more than life as a human? 

a. The narrator prefers brighter times of day. 
b. The narrator believes flying is better than walking on legs. 
c. The narrator dreams about foods bats love to eat. 
d. The narrator believes humans' representation of vampire bats is complimentary. 

  
There was also my dislike for headfuls of human hair, so like nets or the tendrils of poisonous jellyfish: I feared 
entanglements. No real bat would ever suck the blood of necks. 
 
The neck is too near the hair. Even the vampire bat will target a hairless extremity—by choice a toe, 
resembling as it does the teat of a cow. 
 
Vampire films have always seemed ludicrous to me, for this reason but also for the idiocy of their bats—huge 
rubbery bats, with red Christmas-light eyes and fangs like a saber-toothed tiger’s, flown in on strings, their 
puppet wings flapped sluggishly like those of an overweight and degenerate bird. I screamed at these filmic 
moments, but not with fear; rather with outraged laughter, at the insult to bats. 
 
O Dracula, unlikely hero! O flying leukemia, in your cloak like a living umbrella, a membrane of black leather 
which you unwind from within yourself and lift like a stripteaser’s fan as you bend with emaciated lust over the 
neck, flawless and bland, of whatever woman is longing for obliteration, here and now in her best negligee. 
Why was it given to you by whoever stole your soul to transform yourself into bat and wolf, and only 
those? Why not a vampire chipmunk, a duck, a gerbil? Why not a vampire turtle?8 Now that would be a plot. 
 
4. THE BAT AS DEADLY WEAPON 
 
During the Second World War they did experiments with bats. Thousands of bats were to be released over 
German cities, at the hour of noon. Each was to have a small incendiary device strapped onto it, with a timer. 
The bats would have headed for darkness, as is their habit. They would have crawled into holes in walls, or 



 
secreted themselves under the eaves of houses, relieved to have found safety. At a preordained moment they 
would have exploded, and the cities would have gone up in flames. 
 
That was the plan. Death by flaming bat. The bats too would have died, of course. Acceptable megadeaths. 
 
The cities went up in flames anyway, but not with the aid of bats. The atom bomb had been invented, and the 
fiery bat was no longer thought necessary. 
 
If the bats had been used after all, would there have been a war memorial to them? It isn’t likely.9 
 
If you ask a human being what makes his flesh creep more, a bat or a bomb, he will say the bat. It is difficult to 
experience loathing for something merely metal, however ominous. We save these sensations for those with 
skin and flesh: a skin, a flesh, unlike our own. 
  
 5. BEAUTY 
 
Perhaps it isn’t my life as a bat that was the interlude. Perhaps it is this life. Perhaps I have been sent into 
human form as if on a dangerous mission, to save and redeem my own folk. When I have gained a small 
success, or died in the attempt—for failure, in such a task and against such odds, is more likely—I will be born 
again, back into that other form, that other world where I truly belong. 
 
 More and more, I think of this event with longing. The quickness of heartbeat, the vivid plunge into the nectars 
of crepuscular flowers, hovering in the infrared of night; the dank lazy half-sleep of daytime, with bodies 
rounded and soft as furred plums clustering around me, the mothers licking the tiny amazed faces of the 
newborn; the swift love of what will come next, the anticipations of the tongue and of the infurled, corrugated 
and scrolled nose, nose like a dead leaf, nose like a radiator grille, nose of a denizen of Pluto. 
 
And in the evening, the supersonic hymn of praise to our Creator, the Creator of bats, who appears to us in the 
form of a bat and who gave us all things: water and the liquid stone of caves, the woody refuge of attics, petals 
and fruit and juicy insects, and the beauty of slippery wings and sharp white canines and shining eyes. 
  

QUESTION 3  
"If you ask a human being what makes his flesh creep more, a bat or a bomb, he will say the bat." 
Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 

 
What do we pray for? We pray for food as all do, and for health and for the increase of our kind; and for 
deliverance from evil, which cannot be explained by us, which is hair-headed and walks in the night with a 
single white unseeing eye, and stinks of half-digested meat, 
and has two legs. Goddess of caves and grottoes: bless your children. 
 
 



 

QUESTION 5  
Are humans or bats the problem in this story? Use evidence from the text to support your response. 
  
 

  
 

Post-Reading Questions - “My Life as a Bat”  
 

1. How does the author structure this story? 
A As a stream-of-consciousness reflection on the narrator’s thoughts 
B As a collection of very short stories that are increasingly serious 
C In chronological order showing a sequence of events in the 
narrator’s life 
D In sections that include brief scenes or facts to illustrate ideas 

 
2. References to popular culture and historical events serve to — 

F use funny stories to keep the interest of readers who don’t like bats 
G show how the lives of bats and humans have always been intertwined 
H illustrate why the narrator considers humans to be evil 
J reveal that the narrator is wrong about how much humans value bats 
 

3. Which statement best reflects the narrator’s attitude toward the relationship between bats and people? 
A People fear bats, yet humans are the real monsters. 
B People and bats should appreciate each other more. 
C Bats have good reason to attack people like they do. 
D Bats miss out on the day, yet people miss out on the night. 

 
4. Throughout the story, the author uses wry, humorous language in the form of exaggeration and irony. 

Give an example of humor from the text. How does the humor develop the character of the narrator? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. The narrator, as a bat, describes the sun rising “like a balloon on fire” (paragraph 11). What meaning is 
conveyed by this simile in the context of the nightmare? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
6. What are some of the main contrasts the narrator makes between humans and bats? Cite specific 

statements as well as stories that imply the differences. What theme about people is developed through 
these contrasts? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. How did the narrative structure and section headings help you make, correct, and confirm predictions 
about where the story would go? How do the structure and headings help develop a theme? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8.  Consider the way the narrator contrasts ideas about and images of bats in the sections “Vampire 
Films,” “The Bat as Deadly Weapon,” and “Beauty.” Explain how comparison and contrast help to 
highlight an essential contradiction between people’s perceptions of bats and bats in reality. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Grammar Practice Answers  
 
 
Paragraph Correction 1 

1. C 
2. D  
3. A  
4. B 
5. B 
6. D 
7. C 
8. A 

 
Paragraph Correction 2 

1. E 
2. C 
3. C 
4. C 
5. A 
6. A 
7. A 
8. B 

 
Paragraph Correction 3 

1. C 
2. B 
3. B 
4. A 
5. A 
6. B 
7. A 
8. B 

 

Paragraph Correction 4 
1. A 
2. D 
3. B 
4. D 
5. B 
6. D 
7. E 
8. A 

 
Paragraph Correction 5 

1. C 
2. B 
3. A 
4. E 
5. E 
6. F 
7. A 
8. D 

 
Paragraph Correction 6 

1. B 
2. A 
3. D 
4. D 
5. C 
6. A 
7. A 
8. B 

 


